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question came to my house on the night of Sunday, Dec. 7th,
1879, in a very unsettled and excited state of mind, saying
that he was afraid he was going mad, as he had been seized
with a strong and almost overmastering desire to commit
suicide. Some years previously his shter, in a fit of suicidal
mania, had killed herself by leaping from a window ; and
while sitting with his wife and children the recollection of
her fate came suddenly upon my patient, and in a state
of great mental agitation he rushed out of the house. He
appeared to be a man of fair intelligence, and was a rigid
abstainer. I found on questioning him that he had been
annoyed while at work by his fellow workmen, and that he
was in the habit of exciting himself greatly over their sins
against temperance. He had also concerned himself about
matters that were far beyond his mental range, and, in a
word, he had worried his brain into such a state as to place
it at the mercy of every dangerous impulse that memory or
imagination might suggest. I prescribed twenty grains of
chloral. The next day I found him in bed, still very un-
settled, and, if anything, less coherent in his conversation.
He appeared to be very feeble, and his wife informed me that
he had fallen when he attempted to get out of bed in the
morning. I did not continue the chloral, but prescribed
arsenic and iron. Upon this he rapidly recovered his

strength, and, although his mind continued, in a sense,
weak and inactive for some days after, his general health
had been restored; it also gradually recovered tone and
strength, and when I last saw him, about two years after
his attack, he seemed to be quite sane.

I am, Sir, yours obediently,
Glasgow, April, 1883. ROBERT MACPHERSON, M. B.ROBERT MACPHERSON, M. B.

A CASE FOR GENERAL SYMPATHY.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-May I venture to direct the attention of the medical
profession to the sad case of Dr. Hurford, the circumstances
of which are set forth at length in the annexed statement :

Cedric Herbert Hurford, M.D., B.A., Trinity College, Dublin, aged
thirty-four, filled the office of House-Surgeou for five years at Dr. Stilwell’s
Asylum, Hillingdon, and in 1880 he obtained an appointment in the British
Guiana Medical Service and, having married, proceeded to Demerara. At
the expiration of two years and a half, through the ill-enacts of the climate,
he became mentally deranged, was compelled to resign his appointment,
and, with his wife, to return to England. After three mon’hs’ detention at
Bethlem Hospital he apparently recovered and was discharged. sub-
sequently, with the assistance of friends, he furnished a house and purchased
a small practice; but soon again his mind gave way, and it became necessary
to place him a second time in Bethlem Hospital and to break up the re-
cently acquired home. The opinion of the medical men at the institution
is that he will never be fit for his work again. He and his wife are entirely
without means, and there are two children, one aged two years, and a baby
nine months. Dr. Hurford’s father has but a small Government pension,
three of his sisters earn their livelihood as governesses, while his wife has
only a mother with very limited means. It is proposed to raise a fund
which will, it is hoped, suffice to provide a home for the family upon
whom this crushing blow has fallen.

Dr. Hurford’s case has been brought before Earl Derby,
who has consented to refer it to the Governor and Council of
British Guiana, with the view of ascertaining if a special
grant can be made. The Colonial Otficp, however, point out
that the prospects of a grant of even ;E20 being made are not
good, because these appointments are conferred upon medical
men on the understanding that they have no claim for
pension, and in Dr. Hurford’s case much expense has already
been incurred by the colonial authorities. My excuse, if
excuse be needed, for directing the attention of the medical
profession to Dr. Hurford’s case is its peculiar and excep-
tional sadness. A capable, earnest, and robust worker is
suddenly cut off in the midst of his career by an attack of what
is probably general paralysis of the insane, which renders him
unfit for duty though in the prime of life, and which makes
it impossible that he shall ever again contribute to the support
of his family. Thus by an act of Providence which Dr. Hurford
was powerless to anticipate or provide against, a whole family
is left in distressing circumstances, and unless those who
have and to spare will come forward and lend a hand the
result must be sad indeed.

I will only add that the Medical Benevolent Fund has
given a donation of ;E20; other friends about &pound; 150, in sums
of half a guinea and upwards, and that I shall be glad to
receive and acknowledge any contribution, however small,
towards the fund which is now being raised for Mrs. Hurford
and the children. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant

39, Gloucester-road, Regent’s-park, N.W., April 11th, 1883.
HENRY C. BURDETT.

CRANIUM HOLDER.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-In last Stturday’s LANCET, under the head of

New Inventions," an engraving appears of a cranium

holder, or " skull grip," which I consider bears a very
strong resemblance to an instrument I suggested many
years ago for the same purpose, a short description of which
appeared some time since in the pages of the Medical Press
aocL Circular (April 2ad, 1879). And, more recently, the
same instrument is depicted in Reeves’ new work, "Human
Morphology." I append a figure of the cranium holder

suggested by me, and your readers will, no doubt, perceive
the great similarity to the figure inserted last week as a
" new invention" by Messrs. Mayer and Meltzer, of Grea.4
Portland-street, London, W.

I am, Sir, yours, &c.,

Dublin, April 9th, 1883.
LAMBERT H. ORMSBY, M.D., F.R.C.S.,
3. Surgeon to the Meath Hospital.

BILHARZIA H&AElig;MATOBIA.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-In THE LANCET published Nov. 18th, 1882, received
by me last mail, is a report of the Transactions of the Royal
Medical and Chirurgical Society, in which there are some
remarks upon epidemic h&aelig;maturia in South-eastern Africa
due to the Bilharzia haematobia, speculations as to how the
parasite’enters the body, and opinions as to its treatment.
This subject has become of considerable importance since
the occupation of Egypt by our troops. Until then it was a
condition of such rarity that few physicians in England had
seen a case ; in this part of the world it has always been a
matter of great magnitude to the European settlers.
Among the different gentlemen who gave information as

to its habitat, nature, and treatment was Dr. Cobbold,
than whom no one has devoted more time and consideration
to the subject of human parasites, and has thus deservedly
become an authority upon the subject. In pursuit of his
specialty, he some time ago wrote to me asking for any par-
ticulars I could give about the Bilharzia hoematobia. He
had been, he gaid, consulted by a gentleman who had lately
returned from South Africa, suffering from haematuna. He
had been an inmate of Grey’s Hospital in Pietermaritzburg
for some time before he left the colony, and while there he
bad heard that I had successfully treated persons similarly
affected. I wrote to Dr. Cobbold giving some of the history
common to persons suffering from this parasite. This letter
was published in THE LANCET, July 15th, 1882. Anyone
who takes the trouble to read it will find I have positively
stated that the results of the treatment I had adopted were
in every case successful. My surprise was therefore great
on reading the Proceedings of the Royal Medical and Chirur.
gical Society to find that Dr. Cobbold made the following
statement :-" He described the three modes of dealing with
the disease as the heroic,’ the do nothing,’ and the
rational plans of treatment. Of the first, Dr. Allen had
lately given an example advocating injection into the
bladder of saturated alcoholic solution of santonin. This
produced severe cystitis. And the fact quoted in sUi’
port of its eilieacy, that the patients did not return, was
capable of an opposite inference from that given by
Dr. Allen." I have to correct this assertion of Dr.
Cobbold’s. I was convinced of the efficacy of the treat.
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ment by its absolute success, not, as he remarks, because my
patients did not return. Dr. Cobhold, I suppose, consider,.3
his view of the treatment the only rational course to be
adopted. Few will disagree with him as to the necessity
in almost every Clse of treatment to support the system with
quinine, iron, and ample food. He adds, in a kind of specu-
lative wav, that "in bad cases it might be well to try such
parasiticides as the perchloride of mercury." All that can
be said for Dr. Cobhold ia this matter is, that at any cost
he is conservative; he is to-day recommending the same
treatment he advocated years ago, although by it he signally
failed then, as he does now, to destroy the parasite.
 Those who may have to treat ca’-es of the kind must not
hedeterred from using injections into the bladder by Dr.
Cobbold’s describing the treatment as heroic ; he is, I fear,
so timid and ultra-conscientious that he would consider it
heroic to use enemata in the treatment of ascaris verniieulatis
in the rectum. Injections into the bladder are more painful,
more difficult, and followed by cystitis, but they are as

efficacious in the one case as in the other. It is to these

injections Dr. Cobbold objects so much ; but as experienceand common eenae both point to their use, it is to be hoped i
even he may be induced to adopt them.

I am, Sir, faithfully yours, 
- - -

Pietermaritzburg, Dec. 23rd, 1882. JAMES F. ALLEN, M.D.

UNQUALIFIED ASSISTANTS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-What about the future employment of unqualified
assistants and the Medical Acts Amendment Bill now
before Parliament? Shall they alone be practically un-
affected by its provisions, while legally qualified men are
snubbed and harassed in many ways ? Q 11 ali fied prac-
titioners are about suffering inconveniences, if not loss of
status, for the public good and in the interests of the profes.
sion. Forthe same good reason-without unnecessarily going 
into particulars, and thus trespassing wastefully on our in-
valuable space-let the new law be made, at least, equally
stringent against. unqualified assistants. I question if any Act,
frorn this point of view, can be effectually framed against loop-
holes. To lessen the probability of such must, be my excuse
fortroubling you. The liberty at present allowed unquali-
fied men in practice is an injustice to the men themselves ;
to the juniors of the profession whom they, to a certain
extent, oust from positions in which their experience
would become matured ; and, lastly, a wrong done to the
public. I am, Sir, yours obediently,
April 10th.1883. NUXC VEL NUNQUAM.NUNC VEL NUNQUAM.
* / The letter of our correspondent is very well timed.

The Bill now before the Lords empowers the Council to take
notice of disgraceful conduct in registered practitioner.
Under this head would come the assistance, often more or
less covert, which some practitioners give to unqualified
persons. The Bill, too, very stringently forbids and punishes
the use of misleading titles in medicine, surgery, and mid-
wifery by unregistered persons.-ED. L.

THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS AND THE
MEDICAL BILL.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-I received this morning a circular from the Council

o! the Royal College of Surgeons of England. I have since
read your leading article and annotation. I emphatically
tndorse them both. I shall do more ; I shall request those
noblemen and members of Parliament known to me to

support the Medical Act Amendment Bill, because it is
time that the Board of Examiners for entrance into our pro-
fession should be independent, not clogged by vested or pecu-
biary considerationsand interests. The CoDege of Surgeons,
hy the exclusion of members from any influence in the College,
have alienated theolderand younger members to such a deg ee

that I hardly expect one out of a hundred of either Fellows
or Members will use his influence in favour of their sug-
gestion.

If, Sir, you doubt this assertion, send and make inquiries
at the schools, and you will find this feeling almost, if not

quite, universal. I sincerely hope that for the well-being of

onr profession en,ch Fellnw and wwh Member will nse a,ll
his influence in getting the Medical Act, Amendment Bill
a part of the law of the land.-Yours obedipntly,

April 7th, 1883. M. R. C. S. ENG.

LIVERPOOL.
(From our own Correspondent.)

THE EYE AND EAR INFIRMARY.

THE most recently erected medical charity here is the

Eye and Ear Infirmary, which was completed and opened in
1882. It was established as an Eye Infirmary in 1820, and
as the Eye and Ear Infirmary in 1839. For a long time past
the old infirmary building h’td been found quite unsuitable
for its purpose, and the committee, working in conj unc-
tion with the medical staff, have spared no pains to make
the present erection what it truly is-a model Eye aid Ear
Infirmary. Some idea of the work accomplished by the sur-
geons, honorary and resident, may be jurlged from the fol-
lowing details :-During the year 1882, 648 patients occupied
beds in the infirmary, and the number of important opera-
tions performed in this department amounted to 440. In
the out-patient department there were of new eve cages
6561, new ear cases 2469. These cases were attended to, aud
prescribed for, about 28,000 and 11,000 times respectively.
THE CENTRAL RELIEF AND CHARITABLE ORGANISATION

SOCIETY.

This Society performs a very useful work in collecting the
subscriptions tor most of the local charities, including all ihe
hospitals and dispensariea. The office is situated conveniently
for business men who can pay in a lump sum their subscrip-
tions to such charities as they may select, which subacrtp-
tions are afterwards handed over to the different charities
By this means a large sum is saved annually in collectors’
charges, receipt stamps, &c., as well as much annoyance
from the multiplied calls for subscriptions and receipts. The
modus operandi is very simple. Tne names of all the
charities are printed on sheets with counterfoils. Each
subscription is entered in its proper column against the
selected charity, the various items are added up, and a re-

ceipt is given for the whole. In this way the sum of
f21,026 was received in January and February, 1882, for
sixty-six local charities. The plan works admirably, and
might be generally adopted with great advantage.

THE ROYAL INFIRMARY.

At the meeting of the Citv Council on the 4th inst. the
site of the re-buildings of the Royal Infirmary was considered.
After some discussion it was resolved to apply for Partia-
mentary powers to purchase the lands adjacent to the present
infirmarv, with the buildings, as suggested by Mr. Mltcbell
Banks in a letter to the local papers, and alluded to in a
recent number of THE LANCET. The Council are deserving
of the warmest praise for the liberal spirit in which they
have met the committee and supporters of this the oldest
medical charity in Liverpool. At the same time, it is only
fair to add that there was some opposition, which has not
yet subsided.

HOSPITAL SATURDAY.

When Hospital Sunday was first established in Liverpool,
now thirteen years ago, it was decided to have it on the
second Sunday in each year. Hospital Saturday was

started simultaneously, and for the first few years was ob-
served on the following Saturday. It was pointed out that
winter was not a favourable season in which to call upon
working men, and a later period was tixed with very Fatis-
factory results. Strong appeals were issued to all employers
of large bodies of workmen to bring the matter home to their
men, and the collections in the Hospital Saturday boxes last
year exceeded by a suhstantial sum those of any previous
year. Tni-3 year it falls on the 21st inst , and it is greatly
to be hoped that the working men will show their con-
t’nued and increased appreciation of the chaiities which
do so much for them.

THE BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

The fifty-first annual meeting of the Briti-h Medical
Association, which is t he held in this city on July 31t,
aud August Ist, 2nd, and 3rd next, is being looked forward
to with great interest, and there is every reason to expect a
large and most successful gathertng.


